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OF HOPE, NEAR MANCHESTER, 


DEAR SIR, 


WIEN you favoured me with your 

laſt obliging viſit, a converſation 
aroſe relative to the Society for promoting 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE ;* to Which, 
after repeated benefactions, you have 
given your very reſpectable teſtimony as 
a ſubſcribing member. 


You remarked, with great juſtice, 
upon the excellent proviſion made by 
it, from an abundant variety of well- 
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adapted trafls. Jie 7 ien and 


benefit of mankind in every view of moſt 
ſubſtantial good, temporal and eternal. 


One omiſſion, however, ſtruck you; 
which, from the goodneſs of your heart 
as a true, practical, bebever in the glori- 
ous contents of the Goſpel, and from 
your experience, as a vigilant and con- 
ſcientious magiftrate was, indeed, very 
proper to be noticed: I mean, what you 
will from your earneſtneſs readily recol- 
lect, ſome treatiſe ſuited to popular uſe 
upon the ſubject of Oaths, and particu- 
larly pointed as a diſſuaſive from and a 


guard againſt that dreadful and predo- 


minant crime called Perjury. Which 
no man of eſtabliſned principle can 
think of without trembling, and nothing 
but extreme ignorance, ori abandoned 
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boldneſs, can be induced to commit. 
As I had a fullneſs of feeling with you 
upon this melancholy topic, not truſting 
to my memory, though likely in this 
inſtance to be correct, I ſearched our 
catalogue, and do not find that provi- 


ſion, which is ſo deſirable. In failure 


of it, ſuch Conſiderations are here ſug- 
geſted as, it is hoped, may tend, under 
certain circumſtances, to convince and 
controul the human mind. That this 
may be the good effect of your hint upon 
ſo very important a ſubject is the fervent 
wiſh of One long and earneſtly devoted 
to the Society's Service, and ambitious of 
your Eſteem as an affectionate Friend, 


i The AUTHOR. 


WESTMINSTER, 
oct. 16, 1788, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


VPON THB 


USE AND ABUSE 


OF 


"IT Rights and Enjoyments of mankind, 
conſidered in a focial ſtate, that 1s, a 
ſtate of mutual connection, dependence, and 
ſubordination, which is the only rational 
deſcription of creatures circumſtanced as they 
are, require a variety of proviſion in order 
8 A 4 to 


1 

to the preſervation and ſtability of them. 
For, ſo it is, the irregularities growing out 
of their own abuſed nature and ſituation 
make ſuch aids and inſtruments unavoidably 
neceſſary to counteract the bad influence of 
Folly and Vice. One main expedient, and 
indeed, the ultimate and moſt effective, is 
the uſe of oaTas, which, not merely aſſer- 
tory or promiſſory between man and man 
for the ſecurity of particular confidence, bur 
judicial and public, upon trials reſpecting 
property and life, hath been adopted and 
countenanced by all civilized Nations. To 
which practice, ſo obvious to REASON, there 


can be no doubt butrEvELatiOn did always, 


and does certainly now, under the laſt diſpen- 
ſation of God's will, give a fullneſs of ſanc- 
tion. If this-was a clear point under Patri- 
archal government and the Moſaic law, with 
the concurring force of precept and practice 
as then prevailing, it is under the Goſpel ſtill 
more authoritatively and deciſively fixed and 
exemplified; in compliance with what we 
are moſt ſolemaly aſſured. of, that God, hav 
ing no greater, either perſon or. tribunal, with 
whom or where to lodge an appeal, “ ſware 
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by himſelf.” Vain in the very worſt ſenſe,: 
as ſuch appeals to gods, falſely ſo called, the 


fictions of mens minds, or the works of their 
hands ' muſt be, thoſe made with becoming 


ſolemnity to the one living, ſelf-exiſting, true 


God, muſt be convincingly proper and pro- 
fitably operative in their tendency. It does 
not appear, therefore, that the Iſraelites were 
ever condemned becauſe they ſwore by HIM. 
The condemnation was for ſwearing by them 
who were no gods. Herod, though a profli- 
gate man, conſidered an oath as a ſolemn 
ſanction, and was hurried into a wanton 
proſtitution of it, when he barbaroully ſacri- 
ficed the life of John the Baptiſt : to the ex- 
travagance of his admiration for che daughter 
of Herodias. Herod, in this caſe, kept his 
word to a fault, becauſe his oath was not 
conformable to the will and command of 
God. He ſhould not have ſwore. . Having 
done ſo, he ſhould have repented, and not 
executed his horrid purpoſe upon that un- 
warrantable pretence. It cannot reaſonably 
be accounted an offence to the Creator him 
ſelf to make uſe of his name on ſolemn o- 


caſions; 3 becaule, when attended with re Ve- 
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rence and fincerity, it is the moſt expreſſive 
acknowledgment of his ſovereignty and our 
dependence; an open recognition of his om- 
nipotence, juſtice, wiſdom, and truth. A 
ſufficient ground therefore for an injunc- 
tion to his people, that they ſhould ſwear by 
Him and his Name. Nothing but the weak- 


neſs of idle fcruple, or the obſtinacy of blind 


perverſeneſs, can heſitate about a compliance- 
with what is thus ſurroundingly juſtified by 
declaration, by conſent, and by habit. The 
ground of this cuſtom, as was before inti- 
mated, is certainly to be lamented, however 


indiſpenſible its application; for its neceſſity 


ariſes from that aptneſs to ſtart from the 
rule of right, which is the effect of a free- 
dom of action effentia to human nature. 
But, Ibis being permitted by Him who made 
us, ſurely, it is a part of wiſdom to provide 


fox the controul of it by every ſuitable and 


coercive-mean, ſuch eſpecially as moſt com- 


mands reverence and checks the preſump- 


tion of raſh and daring impiety. The cauſe 


therefore of righteouſneſs and truth, which 


the Lord from heaven profefſedly deſcended 
to maintain, is fo repreſented in his own 
* con- 
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conduct *, and ſo recommended to that of 
others, that there can be no doubt of ſolemn 
judicial ſwearing, or, in other words, of an 
oath legally and officially taken, being not 
only allowable, but in certain caſes laudable 
and right, as that which is ſuppoled to be 
irreſiſtibly binding upon the conſciences of 
mankind, and as giving full and final force 
to their ſeveral obligations. There is in this. 
reſpect, amongſt Chriſtians, an almoſt uni- 
verſal conſent, One ſect indeed of a pecu- 


* Our Lord, indeed, may be ſaid, not fo properly 
to /avear as to be ſeworn, (Matt. xxvi. 23.) „J adjure 
thee by the living God,” ſaid the high prieſt. But 
though that bleſſed Perſon was ſo ingenuous as to an- 


ſwer directly and molt affirmatively ; bearing witneſs 


to the truth, being, as he declared,. the great end of 
his coming into the world; yet, ſince cavils may ariſe 
about this method of adjuring, the tie ſeems to be 
firmer and mote indiſſoluble, when the oath is actively 
adminiſtered. agreeably to our own: practice. Hence 
ariſes. a particular argument for. endeavouring to ſup- 


port the ſolemnity and reverencee which are due to it, 


aud ſuch. as ſhould alarm all perſons in authority, leſt. 
by a moſt unwarrantable ſupineneſs in them, they. 
betray the cauſe of truth and juſtice, mike govern- 
ment a.nullity, and deſecrate the. law of God. 
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liar- caſt objects to it; but their, objection 
relates rather to the mode of doing than the 
ching done: for no Quaker can affirm with 
out an appeal to God as witneſs, making 
himſelf anſwerable for his conduct in the | 
inſtance-/at. the bar of his Supreme Judge, 
The Moravians * have the: like indulgence © « 
with the Quakers; but both are excluded 
from teſtimony in crimfnal caſes as well as 
ſerving on juries, and equally liable, if de- 
tected in falſifying where their affirmation is 
admitted, to a proſecution for perjury. This 
is mentioned upon the authority of Dr. 
Burn, in whoſe book of eccleſiaſtical law 
there is a longer detail! of different ſorts of 
oaths, or rather different cccaſions of taking 
them, than one would wiſh to find. Some 4-23 
|| of theſe are, it may be ſappoſed, obſolete ; 

| and if others, eaſy to be particularized, which 
are required atprefent by common law, were 
ſo too; ſociety would be in a ſafer ſituation, 

and individuals leſs depraved. Multiplica— 
tt tion in this way is very hazardous, and has 
a tendency to defeat the very purpoſes, with 
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1 233 I 
a view to which an oath'is adminiſtered and 
taken. The ſhort of the matter is, that, 
both from the nature of man and the nature 
of things, there ariſes a neceſſity for 0aTHAs 
in a judicial ſenſe, whenever the deareſt pri- 
vileges, intereſts, properties, and enjoyments 
of mankind- are at ſtake, inaſmuch as with- 
out this ſanction diſtreſs and confuſion; of 
the very worſt kind muſt enſue. 
This practice is of ſo great conſequence, 
that human ſociety would ſcarce be kept in 
tolerable order by any other means. For, 
could we ſuppoſe a neglect of it to become 
general throughout a large nation, eſpecially 
one enjoying wealth and commerce, and 
liberty: could we ſuppoſe the different ſorts 
of perſons in it to be releaſed from what 
they looked on as their ſtrongeſt obligation 
to truth, it is eaſy to ſee, that univerſal con- 
fuſion muſt unavoidably follow; and there 
is not any age or nation of the world but 
have ſhewn that they were ſenſible of this. 
All governments have ever required the moſt 
highly eſteemed of their ſubjects, on every 
fit occaſion, to confirm their teſtimony, by 
an appeal to God; for, if it is not demande 


w 
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of every one who is able to give it with a 
good conſcience, how can it be expected of 
any?“ 

We ſee then, without needleſs enlarge- 
ment, or calling in authorities from writers, 
ancient or modern, there is, in the courſe of 
human affairs, a neceſſity for oaths and 


* 


their application; becauſe, in many caſes, 


both ſatisfaction and fecurity depend upon 
their uſe, ſo long as men ſwear, agreeably to 
Feremiah's direction, “ in truth, in righteouſ- 
neſs, and in judgment.“ 

The great point is to provide for their 
SOLEMNITY, and to eftabliſh. their EoReE and. 
INFLUENCE; which can only be done by in- 
ſtilling into the mind, in due ſeaſon, good 
principles, and arming the law with certain 
vengeance in caſe of eERJURY ; that is, deli- 
berate and wilful breach of oath; by repre- 
ſenting, at all fit opportunities, as perſons. 
properly intereſted ought to do, the deſperate 
conſequences of thus maſt unnaturally and 
daringly trifling with the GnAT Gop. or 
HEAVEN AND EARTH: Him, who: cannot in; 
any way, eſpecially this moſt inſulting one, 
be © mocked” with impunity, but will pur- 

ſue, 
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1 
ſue, in the order of his government, ſuch 
offenders, and make them examples of his 
judgement. 

It may be right to introduce here a deß- 
nition, or general deſcription, firſt, of an 
oAru, and then of perjury, as leading 70 
ſubſequent conſiderations upon this ſubject. 
An or then ſolemnly taken, in a court of 
Juſtice, or upon any legal and warrantable 
occaſion, is this, the ſwearing by, in the 
name of, or calling upon, God, the ſovereign 
of. all things, as witneſs to the truth of 
whatever we affirm, deny, or profeſs to know, 
believe, and act, as we hope for his protec- 
tion and bleſſing, or dread his vengeance, 
uſing this expreſſion when we deliver the 
facred book, upon whole contents we ſwear, 
© $O HELP ME GOD!“ And the definition, 
or general deſcription of ytRJury, ſeems. 
to be THIS, SWEARING, or taking an OATH, 
deceitfolly and falſely, whilſt we know what 
we aſſert is not true, or what we undertake 
is not deſigned, but pretended. to be ſo, in 
order to ſerve ſome unjuſtifiable purpoſe or 
end of iniquitous craft; to injure the inno- 
cent, or ſcreen the guilty ; and ſo to defeat 

the 
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the aim of joſtice, law, and government. 
PERJIVRVY, in ſhort, is falſehood in the ex- 


treme, and with the utmoſt aggravation, as, 


it © mocks” God; and diſtreſſes man, and 


tends to the ſubverſion of every ſocial good; 


of every moſt valuable poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment, even life itſelf, Theſe reſpective de- 


finitions of the DUTY and the cRIME do, I 
believe, accord with and comprehend what: 
the writers upon this topic have ſeverally or 
Jointly laid down as politically and morally 


right, and what cannot but continue to be 
to, with a view to both human and divine 
law *. It muſt, therefore, be of unſpeak- 
able importance to ſociety, and of eternal 
moment to individuals, to be moſt circum- 


ſpectly guarded in this (for ſo it is in the. 


fulleſt ſenſe) religious act; and, if any abuſes 
of it are diſcovered, to correct them, and 
to prevent their increaſe by- every poſlible 


Bud. Epiſcop. Limborch, Puffendorf, Saunderſon, 
Blackſtone. Sir Edward Coke deſines perjury to be a 
crime committed, when a lawful oath is adminiſtered, 
in ſome judicial proceeding, to a perſon who ſwears. 
wilfully, abſolutely, and falſely in what is material to. 


the iſſue in point or queſtion, 3 Inſt, 164. 


expe- 
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expedient which can be applied. In ſaying 
which one cannot avoid adverting to $UBOR- 
NATION to perjury, that is, tempting others, 
the unwary, ignorant, and needy, into it, 
by bribes and attractive lures, to the joint 
hazard of the delinquents in reſpect of lime 
as well as of eternity; for our laws are far 
from overlooking, however daringly it may 
be committed in defiance of them, this moſt 
atrocious ſin“. That ſuch. abuſes ſhould 
L456 5 $4 | '1... ane 
Our ables; huts Blackſtone obſerves, has 
adopted the opinion of Cicero (derived. from the law 
of the Twelve Tables) perjurii pana divina, exitium-; 
humane, dedtcus, The divine puniſhment of- perjury 
Js deftruQtion ;, human puniſhment, diſgrace. | 
Whatever mildilefs this diſcovers in the legiſlators, 
it proves at once their abomination of the crime, and 
what their thoughts were of a future reckoning, and 
its conſequences; that they looked up to the Judge of 
all the. earth. It may be proper here briefly to ſtate 
how the law now ſtands reſpecting perjury. Judge B. 
ſays, ©* It is puniſhed, by a ftatute of 5 Eliz. c. 9, 


with fix months impriſonment, perpetual infamy, and 
a fine of 2ol. or to have both ears nailed to the 


pillory. But the proſecution is uſually carried on for 
the offence at common law; eſpecially as, to the penal- 


ties before inflicted, the ſtatute 2 Geo. II, c. 25, ſuper- 
adde a k power for the court to order the offender to be 
10 ſent 
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ariſe at any time, and under. any circum- 
ſtances, is a melancholy proof of ſad de- 
pravity in the human heart; but that they 
ſhould be known under that fullneſs of in- 
ſtruction, and perfect miniſtration of righte- 
ouſneſs, with which we are bleſſed, betrays 
an inſenſibility that muſt aſtoniſh and con- 
found every ſerious and attentive obſerver, 
However, the evil, when ſeen and felt, as 
in our day it is, ought to be vigilantly ad- 
verted to, and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. For a 
practice ſo notoriouſly wicked, and ſo de- 
ſtructive, as that of forſwearing oneſelf is, 
carries in its common tendency ſomething 
ſo obviouſly alarming, that human laws have 
never been. quite inattentive to the miſchiefs 
thus produced ; but in different countries; 
and at different times, have ſtudiouſly pro- 
vided for the publie diſgrace and puniſhment 
of ſuch as have been convicted of it: in 


ſent to the houſe of correction for a term not exceed. 
ing ſeven years, or to be tranſported for the ſame 


period; and makes it felony, without benefit of cleigy. 


to return or eſcape within the time. 


By the law of France, upon a principle of retalia- 
tion, the puniſhment is capital. 


ſome 


L 19 J 
fome inſtances, even to the infliction of 
death. Which, if juſtifiable in regard to any 
other crime beſides that of murder, ſeems to 
be remarkably fo in 7zhis, where not only 
CHARACTER and PROPERTY, but LIFE is ex- 
poſed to the unbridled malevolence of a 
profligate heart. Retaliation, which has been 
warranted by divine as well as human authos» 


' rity, may here be ſaid to be molt equitably. 


applicable, and could indeed be in ſcarce 
any ſuppoſable inſtance unduly ſevere. 
 Forcxxy, by the law of our land, is ſub- 
zeR, and with good reafon, to the ſentence 
of DEATH. But, if it is, ſurely, upon com- 
pariſon, yzzJURY cannot be entitled to 
milder treatment; but, (when viewed in its 
conſequences and effects, and conſidered 
with this dreadful and peculiar aggravation, 
the calling“ upon the God of truth to be 
witneſs to a lie, and, that, whilſt the atteſ- 
tation is ſealed by profanely handling the 
% word of life,” and putting our lips to the 
holy goſpel of Chriſt,) ſuch a preſumption 


* It is no leſs than ſaying, ©* Thou fhalt anſwer for 


me, O Lord my God.“ Pſ. xxxviii. v. 15. 


muſt 


% 
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muſt © cry aloud” for more ſignal puniſh- 


ment than that which is its preſent moſt 
evidently incompetent recompence. The 
check, as the law now ſtands, is by no 
means adequatc; if it was, how little ſoever 
the influence of internal principle may be, a 
regard to perſonal ſafety would ſometimes 
operate to the prevention of ſocial abuſes and 
ſocial diſtreſs; ſuch as under circumſtances of 
extended and complicated commerce, when 


contrivances to ſupport the credit of ſome, and 


to delude the confidence of others; avail them- 
ſelves of every expedient, even at the expence 
of all moral and religious ties, to accom- 
pliſh the moſt profligate purpofes and ends. 
There is a particular kind of oath, or 
ſwearing, called an affidavit, diſtinguiſhed, 
if I miſtake not, in law books, as an oath 
in ſupport of written evidence, or fome 
matter exprefled in writing. This is taken, 
ſometimes, before law officers, ſuch as maſters 
in chancery, with a view to aſcertain truths 
of conſequence to individuals, or ſociety, 
and ſometimes, as in the caſe of burying in 
woollen, before magiſtrates or clergymen, 
whoſe province it is to take cognizance of 

proceed- 
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proceedings thus connected with the courſe 
of government and the ſecurity of its rights; 
or, again, to ſet forth the circumſtances of 
perſons intereſted in procuring beneficence, 
or juſtice, by a reaſonable claim to the one, 
. or a well-grounded. pretence to the. other. 
In the taking and adminiſtering oaTHs, un- 
der theſe deſcriptions, there ought to be a 
very reverential attention; and as they, 
| ' whoſe great care it ſhould be to © MAINTAIN 
TRUTH,” ſhould make this a ſerious buſi— 
neſs, . ſo ought they, who. engage in this 
way, to act under a fullneſs of ſerious con. 
cern and ſettled conviction ; and as to the 
laſt mode of an affidavit, all magiſtrates 
ought to be careful not to trifle with a 
. l charge ſo ſolemnly veſted in them, leſt arti- 
fice and colluſion ſhould ſhelter themſelves 
under appearances of diſtreſs and poverty 
(perhaps wilfully and profligately brought 
on) in order to deceive the unwary, and 
procure: undeſerved bounty in their relief. 

This is; undoubtedly, the: proſtitution of an 
1 oath, and ſhould be vigilantly guarded 
againſt by official circumſpection. 
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However, as to human laws, their ſuita- 
bility, competency, and execution, ALL 
THAT muft be left in other hands, The 
principal deſign of this undertaking is, from 
a ſad conviction and an univerſal lamenta- 
tion, in every quarter, of the ſhocking 
PROSTITUTION of OATHS in courts of judi- 
cature, and upon the more ordinary occa- 
ſions, (not always neceſſary) for their uſe 
and application, to impreſs the minds of all 
who are concerned in taking, or adminiſter- 
ing, or in any reſpect countenancing, and 
being parties to theſe, and to bring them to 
a ſerious recollection and a guarded habit, 
whenever a ſandtion ſo very peculiar, ſo very 
facred, and ſo eternally portentous, is intro- 
duced. Theſe terms cannot be too ſtrong, 
when we remember that the God of judg- 
ment, by whom actions are weighed,” is 
Himſelf invoked and appealed to; and that 
our own ſalvation is, as it were, embarked 
in the uh; which is of ſo diſtinguiſhedly 
ſerious a nature, that it would be well, if 
often, if perhaps always, upon going into it, 
this never to be forgotten queſtion of our 


Redeemer was ſilently put to himſelf by each 
CE 9 | indi- 
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individual, © WHAT SHALL A MAN OIVE 
IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL?” Experience 
teaches us, that, for want of ſuch attention, 
a moſt deplorable * ſhipwreck of faith and 
conſcience” is made in a variety of in- 
ſtances, and, God not being properly and 
prevailingly in the thoughts of men, they 
indulge a preſumption, which, in its fatal 
progreſs, bids defiance to Heaven; and 
threatens, nay has ſometimes brought, per- 
dition to themſelves. Even common ſwear- 
ing, poſitively forbidden by our Saviour, 


probably for this, as well as other moſt ob- 


vious reaſons, 1s an encouragement to them 
who praiſe it to commit the more enor- 
mous and moſt extravagant crime of PER.“ 
JURY ; for God's name being thus habitually 
taken in vain leads inſenſibly to a callouſ- 
neſs of mind, which no ſerious expoſtulation 
will touch, nor the moſt powerful mean of 
conviction awaken to duty, © Common 
ſwearing (ſays an excellent writer) is a kind 
of - habitual perjury. It makes the ſoul in- 
attentive to what an cab is even while it 
utters it at the lips.” What a Call is there 
then upon all perſons, Who acknowledge 4 

Gob, 


. | 

Gop, (and ſurely there is no ſuch fool to be 
found who will, bad as his heart may be, 
ſay with his tongue there is none) to diſcover 
the extremeſt reverence: for his Name and 
Attributes; wo, whether ſolemnly invoked, 
or ſilently adored, is eſſentially preſent to 
them, who © live and move in Him, and 
ſpieth out all their ways.” But with what a 
peculiar force ſhould this Call affect them, 
who know what * pure Religion” is, and 
who ſee the AlLMIOHT Y in the brighteſt 
diſplay of his 6LoRtoUS PERFECTIONS 2: How 
ſhould it alarm and pervade all cHRISTIAN 
BELIEVERS, and inſpire them with caution, 
circumipection, and reſolution, to- guard 
againſt, counteract, and ſuppreſs a wicked- 
neſs ſo malignant in itfelf, ſo dangerous and 
deſtructive to ſociety, ſo ſubverſive of cha- 
racter, property, and life, and fo notoriouſly 
diſgraceful to our moſt holy profeſſion? It 

ſhould ſeem as if, in ſuch a caſe, no man 
can wait for example, but that every one 
will be emulous to give it in his own prac- 
tice, where the divine honour, and the moſt 
important intereſts of human nature, tem- 
poral and eternal, are depending. For not 
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only the wretched criminal, who, however 
tempted by bribe, by malice, by revenge, or 
by any partiality, or iniquitous prejudice, or 
enſnaring colluſion, at all hazards, takes an 
OATH to anſwer any particular end, 1s con- 
cerned in ſtemming the torrent of this 
ſhockingly predominant and moſt reproach- 
fully national fin; but every order and every 
rank of men, they eſpecially, who are the 
Teachers of Religion, and Aut, who preſide 
in any legal capacity, or are officially engaged 
in adminiſtering oaths to others; ſince it is 


 ealy to diſcern, that however the thing done 


may directly affect only a ſingle party, wha 


is to anſwer for truth or falſehood, the man- 
ner of doing it comprehends others, whoſe 


conduct, addreſs, advice, and direction have, 
and mult have, certain connection with this 
very ſolemn buſineſs, and will, as they are 
rightly diſcovered or not, have a very dif- 
ferent influence and effect. 

« * Greatly akin to the guilt of being 
perjured ourſelves, (a late eminent prelate 


* Archbiſhop Secker, Serm. XIII. Vol. IV. read 


this and the preceding ſermon. 


B obſerves) 
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| Gop, (and ſurely there is no ſuch fool to be 
found who will, bad as his heart may be, 
ſay with his tongue there is none) to diſcover 
the extremeſt reverence: for his Name and 
Attributes; wno, whether ſolemnly invoked, 
or ſilently adored, is eſſentially preſent to 
them, who © live and move in Him, and 
ſpieth out all their ways.” But with what a 
peculiar force ſhould this Call affect them, 
who know what © pure Religion“ is, and 
who ſee the ALLMIGaTy. in the brighteſt 
diſplay of his 6LoRtouUs PERFECTIONS 2: How 
ſhould it alarm and pervade all CHRISTIAN 
BELIEVERS, and inſpire them with caution, 
circumſpection, and reſolution, to guard 
againſt, counteract, and ſuppreſs a wicked- 
neſs ſo malignant in itſelf, ſo dangerous and 
deſtructive to ſociety, ſo ſubverſive of cha- 
racter, property, and life, and ſo notoriouſly 
diſgraceful to our moſt holy profeſſion? It 
ſhould ſeem as if, in ſuch a caſe, no man 
| can wait for example, but that every one 
will be emulous to give It in his own prac- 
tice, where the divine honour, and the moſt 
important intereſts of human nature, tem- 
poral and eternal, are depending. For not 
4 only 
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only the wretched criminal, who, however 
tempted by bribe, by malice, by revenge, or 
by any partiality, or iniquitous prejudice, or 
enſnaring colluſion, at all hazards, takes an 


OATH to anſwer any particular end, 1s con- 


cerned in ſtemming the torrent of this 
ſhockingly predominant and moſt reproach- 
fully national ſin; but every order and every 
rank of men, they eſpecially, who are the 
Teachers of Religion, and ar.r, who preſide 
in any legal capacity, or are officially engaged 
in adminiſtering oaths to others; ſince it is 
eaſy to diſcern, that however the thing done 
may directly affect only a ſingle party, wha 
is to anſwer for truth or falſehood, the man- 
ner of doing it comprehends others, whoſe 
conduct, addreſs, advice, and direction have, 
and muſt have, certain connection with this 
very ſolemn buſineſs, and will, as they are 
rightly diſcovered or not, have a very dif- 
ferent influence and effect. | 

« * Greatly akin to the guilt of being 


perjured ourſelves, (a late eminent prelate 


* Archbiſhop Secker, Serm. XIII. Vol. IV. read 


this and the preceding ſermon, 
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obſerves) nay, often as bad, and ſometimes 
worſe, if poſſible, is that of inducing others 
to be perjured: a fin, which is committed, 
not only by direct hiring them to ſwear 
falſehoods, but, by aw ing and intimidating, 
by courting and flattering, by intimating 
advantages to them, if they can only ſwear 
ſo or ſo, by talking them into a perſuaſion 
of what they were not fully perſuaded of 
before, and thus making them ſtrain hard 
to believe that they know or remember more 
or leſs than they do.” Theſe and other like 
artifices, wherever they take effect, ſeem to 
transfer, in a great meaſure at leaſt, the 
guilt from the confounded to the confound- 
ing; but they can exculpate no man for 
raſhly preſuming upon the ſwearing an oath 
without duly conſidering to whom he ap— 
peals, and what account he muſt hereafter 
give for his conduct, in the particular in- 
ſtance, at the Bar of God. A man, in any 
way wilfully forſworn, is an object, to uſe 
the words of the forecited author, of uni- 
verſal abhorrence.* He deſerves to be ſo in 
all caſes; he is ſo in moſt; and if, in any, 
a perſon, who is known to be ſuch, can be 
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looked on with the ſame eye as his neigh- 
bours, juſt in the degree which this [con- 
nivance] prevails, human ſociety tends to a 
diſſolution. Every member of it, therefore, 
is concerned to expreſs his deteſtation of ſo 
impious and deſtructive a crime. Law- 
MAKERS Ought to enact the moſt EFFECTUAL 
proviſion againſt it. Mac1isTRATES ought 
to put them in execution with PECULIAR 
VIGOUR: and every method ſhould be taken 
to render the very imagination of ſuch 
WICKEDNESS alarming to men, One me- 
thod would be, to adminiſter oaths with 
greater ſolemnity than is now uſual ; which 
is, indeed, ſhamefully neglected. Another, 
to appoint as few of them as poſſible. Oaths 
given and taken frequently will be given and 
taken irreverently, till at laſt many will re- 
gard them very little more than they. do 
common ſwearing. How much this is now 
the caſe with ourſelves the moſt alarming 
proofs of extreme profanation continually 
evince; and they do plainly diſcover, that, 
in the view of national virtue, we are nearly 
undone. But let us, before our © feet 
{tumble upon the dark mountains,” and 
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deſolation overwhelms us, try every expe- 
dient which may rouze us from our lethargic 
ſtate, and bring us back to a juſt ſenſe of 
our duty to God and man. The $ACRED- 
NESS OF AN OATH is not only the uniform 
dictate of Reaſon, and a moſt diſtinguiſhed 
leſſon of Scripture, but is illuſtrated and 
enforced even by Heathen Practice and 
Mahometan Veneration. Theſe are, indeed, 
lower motives, but they ſpeak to our feelings 
with peculiar force, and ſhould conſpire to 
fill us, upon better principles than theirs, 
with all the uniform impreſſion of religious 
awe. Such was the influence of an oarn 
among the Romans, (in their uncorrupted 
ſtate) that nothing bound them ſtronger to 
the laws. They often did more for the ob- 
ſervance of an oaTH than they would ever 
have done for the thirſt of glory, or for the 
love of their country“. In the Koran are 
theſe expreſſions : © perform your covenant 
with God when ye enter into covenant with 
him; and violate not your oarRs after the 


_ * Monteſquiev's Spirit of Laws. This remark is 
ſupported by the beſt authorities. 


rati- 


an 


ratification, ſince ye have made God a wir- 
NESS over you. Verily God knoweth that 
which ye do; ye ſhall ſurely give an account 
of that which ye have done. Therefore take 
not your 0aTHs between you geceitfully, leſt 
your foot ſlip after it hath been ſtedfaſtly 
fixed, and ye taſte evil in this life, and ſuffer 
a grievous puniſhment in the life to come “.“ 
What muſt apoſtate Chriſtians think of them- 
ſelves when they recollect their having moſt 
preſumptuouſly trifled with the God of 
judgement, either by ſwearing deceitfully and 
—_ falſely themſelves, or by encouraging and 
prevailing upon others to do ſo, by PERI URI 
or by SUBORNATION, who thus moſt inſo— 
lently provoke Him to © take vengeance of 
them,” whilſt in the very act of acknow- 
ledgement they, by their inconſiſtency, diſ- 
avow Him? They muſt, and ſo muſt all 
ſuch abandoned ſinners, if the hardneſs of 
their hearts will admit a moment's ſerious 
thought, do, as Felix did when St. Paul 


* Koran of Mohammed, Sale's tranſlation, Part of 
theſe words is thought by ſome to relate to their oath 
of fidelity to Mohammed ; but, no doubt, the context 
is general, 5 
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reaſoned of © righteouſneſs, temperance, and 
judgement to come, TREMBLE. God grant 
that ſuch, whom it concerns, may make the 
inſtant of compunction a “ convenient ſea- 
ſon” for ſincere repentance, and that before 
this moſt alarmingly increaling ſin of yEr- 
JURY becomes a mill ſtone about the neck 
of the nation to drown it in perdition, 
political wiſdom, if other wiſdom ſhould 
fail, may endeavour, by immediate and 
effectual remedies, to ſave ic! If then, it 
appears, from the general opinion and prac- 
tice of mankind, that oaTas judicially 
taken, or SWEARING upon certain intereſt- 
ing calls and occaſions, is neceſſary to the 
order and tupport of ſociety, as well as the 
ſatisfaction and peace of individuals; / ne- 
ce//ary, that, without it, there can in many 
caſes be no ſecurity; if God, by Revelation, 
warrants, and gives ſanction to, this practice; 
it Jeſus Chriſt, in the Goſpel, allows and 
exemplifies ſuch a uſage; if His Apoſtles 
repreſent it as conſiſtent in its application 
with right principles, and beneficial in its 
tendency ; if ſucceeding ages, except for ex- 


traordinary realons, have uniformly adopted 


Fa . 


T= 
—— 
8 ** 


N 1 
it, and if human laws, under the authority 
of the divine, require and enjoin our com- 
pliance, what have we to do but with a full- 
neſs of attention to conſider it as a REL1- 
cious AcT of the higheſt ſolemnity and 
importance, in reſpect to God and man, to 
One as the ſtedfaſt Friend of Truth and the 
declared Avenger of Falſehood, to the other 
as having a claim upon our integrity, which 
cannot in this particular act, by any ſubter- 
fuge, be made void, the voice of nature, 
the command of God, the precept of Chriſt, 
concurring to enforce its faithful aceom— 
pliſnment ;—to examine, with the minuteſt 


exactneſs, our own hearts, that no plauſible 


pretext may be concealed there, which will 


lead us into partiality, deception, or double 


dealing. For, when we appeal to the EVER 
Living Gop, and call upon him to be a 
aviTNEsSS of the purpole and intent of our 
ſoul, all muſt be open, direct, ſincere, and 
no Bias whatever, from ſelfiſhneſs, partiality, 
artifice, perfuaſion, or inſinuation, muſt be 
ſuffered: to overrule, or even interrupt, our 
attention to the OATH OF Gob, all knowing 
and all ſeeing, under the ſanction of nts 


EVER» 
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EVERLASTING GOSPEL, Inevery undertaking 
or engagement of this kind, whether with a 
view to the protection of innocence, the 
puniſhment of guilt, the execution of office 
and employment, or ſuch as reſpect the choice 
of members to ſerve in parliament, which 
may be diſtinguiſhed as an oath of privilege 
intended to prove qualification, reſidence, 


and identity, there ſhould be the niceſt and 


moſt vigilant concern to add to Faith, vir+ 
TUE, that is, Fortitude, Reſolution to reſiſt 
moſt earneſtly and conſtantly all oppoſition 
to Juſtice and Truth. Was this determina- 
tion once fixed, as in every Chriſtian breaſt 


it ought moſt devoutly, all triſling with oaths 


would be unknown; that „ blackneſs of 
darkneſs” ariſing from ſuch proſtitution 
would be diſperſed; temporal miſchiefs and 
diſtreſſes would be prevented, and eternal 


ſafety, often riſked and ſacrificed as it is, 


preſerved; and that deteſtable, that, morally 


and religiouſly conſidered, monſtrous, politi- 


cally experienced, deſtructive crime, PERJURY, 
the SWEARING FALSELY, OR VIOLATION OF 
OATH, would be heard of no more. To Hea- 
thens, who have marked 1t in the ſtrongeſt 


terms 
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terms of juſt sar RIM ſpirit, it was always 
ſingularly offenſive, and by ſome penally 
condemned. To Chriſtians, the Purity of 
whoſe religion is abhorrent of all deceit, 
duplicity, and fal ſchood, it ought to be moſt 
ſeverely reproachful, and ſtigmatized as a 
diſgrace to their Name, which nothing but 
the moſt finiſhed penitence can expunge. 
And, where his is not, it ſhould be remem- 
bered, that, in addition to the torments of 
conſcience, and a review of injuries brought 
by perfidiouſneſs upon individuals or ſociety, 
there is, and muſt be, a looking forward to 
vengeance even from the Throne of Mercy 
itſelf, For, though man may, in the very 
worſt ſenſe, be a liar, God muſt be true, 
whofe deciſions are founded in unalterable 
equity, and will be awarded as infallible 
evidence ſhall direct. Before his Tribunal 
no ſtratagem, however concerted, will avail, 
nor can any evaſion ſcreen the offender. 
Abandoned wickedneſs, however concealed, 
will then be“ clear as the light, and juſt 
dealing as the noon day.” The ſentence 
will be ſhort, but deciſive; to the righteous, 
« Come ye bleſſed, enter into the kingdom 

prepared 
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prepared for you from the beginning of the 
world ;”” to the wicked, in which diviſion 
perjured perſons are particularly ranked, 
«© Go ye curſed,” made ſo by extreme de- 
pravity, © into everlaſting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels.” 

Whatever has been here ſuggeſted upon 
this moſt important, and, AT PRESENT, pe- 
culiarly intereſting ſubject, when oaTas 
are ſo frequently adminiſtered, and fo freely 
taken, and when a familiarity with the abuſe 
of them, to the great detriment of ſociety 
as well as, in different views, to the deſtruc- 
tion of individuals, is ſo deplorably con- 
trated, proceeds from an earneſt regard as 
well for the Polity of the State, the beſt 
ſupport of which TRuTa muſt always be, 
as for the Cauſe of Religion, of which it is 
the firſt and greateſt Ornament. Amongſt 
other means of counteracting that moſt 
dreadful effect of REIGNING LICENTIOVSNESS, 
one very promiſing is impreſſing with the 
niceſt attention upon the minds of youth an 
abhorrence of common profane ſwearing, 
and of a lie or falſehood in all its kinds and 


ſhapes. Both are the meaneſt and moſt 


deſpicable 
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deſpicable vices, and both open a ready 
paſſage to falſe ſwearing, in the way of ſo- 


lemn oath, that is, PERJURY. What a gra- 
tification muſt ſuch a diſcharge of duty be 


to parental affection? This is ſterling fond- 
neſs. What honour would it reflect on do- 
meſtic government and preceptive care, when 
it evinced that maſters and teachers paid due 
attention to the firſt and moſt important 
part of their charge, the forming the heart 
and manners? We are continually talking of 
accompliſhments, but unhappily loſing fight 
of the moſt ſubſtantial and valuable; for 
want of which others are nugatory and vain, 
and ſometimes lures to, or inſtruments of, 
miſchief and miſery. The concluſion is, 
(may it obtain univerſal attention!) that 
« whatſoever things are true, juſt, honeſt, 
lovely, or of good report,” it is our duty, 
our intereſt, our comfort, our reward, in 
reſpect to zime as well as eternity, not only 
to © think of,“ but to inculcate, to vindicate, 


to enforce, and, above all, to practice THESE 


THINGS, But if THESE THINGS are neg- 
lected and counteracted ; more eſpecially, if 
the grand Tie of all, ax oaTHn, founded in 


and 
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and enforcing our natural and moral rela- 
tions and obligations, THAT, which is for 
«© Confirmation'” be diſſolved, where, as 
Lord Bacon remarks, are we to look for 
Stability or Expedient? Complicated Con- 
fuſion will follow, and the Proſpect, in every 


ſenſe, political, ſocial, and religious, muſt be 
dreadful, 
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